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Marine Advisory:  22/2020 
(This Marine Advisory supersedes Marine Advisory 01/2012) 

SUBJECT:   Regulations of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) on the Prevention and Control 
of Marine Pollution from Ships 

References: (a) Maritime Safety Administration (MSA) of the People's Republic of China 
Announcement, 2019 No. 489, related to Implementation of the Agreement 
for Ship Pollution Response Administration System 

(b) Maritime Safety Administration (MSA) of the People’s Republic of China
Notice, 2019 No.9, related to List of Dangerous Bulk Liquid Cargos
Requiring Booms or Agreements (the Directory)

Dear Shipowner/Operator: 

The Purpose of this Marine Advisory is to provide information and guidance to shipowners and operators 
that effective 1 March 2020, the newly released Announcement, 2019 No.489 on the Regulations of the 
People Republic of China (PRC) on the Prevention and Control of Marine Pollution from Ships 
containing new Measures has replaced previous Announcement, 2012 No.658.             

In conjunction with the new Measures, the MSA has also published a Directory of Hazardous Bulk 
Liquid Cargo Apt to Cause Pollution (the Directory) for which oil booms need to be deployed during 
cargo operations or an agreement with a Ship Pollution Response Organization (SPRO) needs to be 
concluded. 

According to the updated SPRO table, there is no material change to the SPRO requirements as a result. 
However, it should be noted that as of March 1, 2020, no SPRO agreements are needed for any of the 
following: 1. Any ship under 10,000 GT either in ballast or carrying a liquid cargo in bulk not listed in the

Directory;

2. Any ship of any size that is driven by clean fuels or electricity and carrying liquid polluting and
hazardous cargoes not in bulk;

3. Where the port which the ship is entering, leaving or operating from, does not have a SPRO with
the required level of response capability.

From March 1, 2020, regardless of any previous waivers provided, local MSA’s will strictly implement 
the relevant provisions of the regulations, if any ship fails to conclude an agreement for ship pollution 
response as required, valid for 5 years. The related Announcement may be found in reference (a). 

Questions regarding this Advisory should be directed to RegsandStandards@liscr.com. 

* *  *  *  *
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